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him stateless for many years. And in
China, broadcasts of Enes’ basketball
games were banned after he criticized
the Chinese Communist Party’s repres-
sive regime and their human rights
abuses against the Uighurs and Tibet-
ans.

Since facing backlash, Enes has made
it his life’s mission to push the bound-
aries of what is possible on and off the
court. He understands and recognizes
using his voice and the importance of
it.

After waiting six long years, Mr.
Speaker, last week Enes finally became
a U.S. citizen, and at his citizenship
ceremony, he recited the oath using his
newly minted last name, Freedom. And
I cannot think of a more appropriate
new last name for Enes, as he embodies
all that freedom means. And by chang-
ing his last name, Enes can now carry
that word with him wherever he goes.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the brave work
of Enes Kanter Freedom. At a time
when others remain silent, he has spo-
ken up.

I congratulate Enes on his citizen-
ship, and this United States Congress
and all of us welcome him to our Amer-
ican family.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

RESPONSIBLE EDUCATION MITI-
GATING OPTIONS AND TECH-
NICAL EXTENSIONS ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5545) to extend certain expiring
provisions of law relating to benefits
provided under Department of Veterans
Affairs educational assistance pro-
grams during COVID-19 pandemic, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5545

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Responsible
Education Mitigating Options and Technical
Extensions Act” or the “REMOTE Act”.

SEC. 2. EXTENSIONS OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
LAW RELATING TO BENEFITS PRO-
VIDED UNDER DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

(a) EXTENSION OF STUDENT VETERAN
CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE ACT OF 2020.—Sec-
tion 2 of the Student Veteran Coronavirus
Response Act of 2020 (Public Law 116-140; 38
U.S.C. 3031 note), as amended by section
5202(a) of the Department of Veterans Affairs
Expiring Authorities Act of 2020 (Division E
of Public Law 116-159), is further amended by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

striking ‘‘December 21, 2021’ and inserting

“June 1, 2022,

(b) EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR CONTINUATION
OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN
PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION CONVERTED TO DIs-
TANCE LEARNING BY REASON OF EMERGENCIES
AND HEALTH-RELATED SITUATIONS.—Section
1(b) of Public Law 116-128 (38 U.S.C. 3001 note
prec.), as amended by section 5202(b) of the
Department of Veterans Affairs Expiring Au-
thorities Act of 2020 (Division E of Public
Law 116-159), is further amended by striking
“December 21, 2021 and inserting ‘‘June 1,
2022".

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO REQUIREMENTS FOR
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS PAR-
TICIPATING IN THE EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) WAIVER OF VERIFICATION OF ENROLL-
MENT FOR CERTAIN EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—Section 3313(1) of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(4) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
the requirements of this subsection for an
educational institution that the Secretary
has determined uses a flat tuition and fee
structure that would make the use of a sec-
ond verification under this subsection unnec-
essary.”’.

(b) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORITY TO DIs-
APPROVE OF COURSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section
3679 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(A) in paragraph (2)(B)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, except for the recruit-
ment of foreign students residing in foreign
countries who are not eligible to receive
Federal student assistance’ after ‘‘assist-
ance’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) In determining whether a violation of
subparagraph (B) has occurred, the State ap-
proving agency, or the Secretary when act-
ing in the place of the State approving agen-
cy, shall construe the requirements of this
paragraph in accordance with the regula-
tions and guidance prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Education under section 487(a)(20)
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1094(a)(20)).’;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (7):

‘“(7) This subsection shall not apply to an
educational institution—

‘“(A) located in a foreign country; or

‘“(B) that provides to a covered individual
consumer information regarding costs of the
program of education (including financial
aid available to such covered individual)
using a form or template developed by the
Secretary of Education.”.

(2) APPLICATION DATE.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may not carry out sub-
section (f) of section 3679 of title 38, United
States Code, until August 1, 2022, except
that, beginning on June 15, 2022, an edu-
cational institution may submit an applica-
tion for a waiver under paragraph (5) of such
subsection.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Subsection
(c) of section 3696 of such title is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘““An edu-
cational’’;

(B) by inserting ¢, except for the recruit-
ment of foreign students residing in foreign
countries who are not eligible to receive
Federal student assistance’ after ‘‘assist-
ance’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) In determining whether a violation of
paragraph (1) has occurred, the Under Sec-
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retary for Benefits shall construe the re-

quirements of this paragraph in accordance

with the regulations and guidance prescribed
by the Secretary of Education under section

487(a)(20) of the Higher Education Act of 1965

(20 U.S.C. 1094(a)(20)).”".

(c) EXEMPTION OF FOREIGN SCHOOLS FROM
CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INFORMATION RELATING TO TESTS.—Sec-
tion 3689(c) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

‘“(3) Subparagraph (G) of paragraph (1)
shall not apply with respect to an edu-
cational institution located in a foreign
country.”.

(2) EXAMINATION OF RECORDS.—Section
3690(c) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding’’ and in-
serting ‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph
(2), notwithstanding’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the
records and accounts—

““(A) of an educational institution located
in a foreign country; and

‘“(B) that pertain to an individual who is
not receiving educational assistance under
this chapter.”.

SEC. 4. PROVISION OF EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE TO STUDENTS WHO ARE
“ROUNDING OUT” UNDER EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3680(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), in the matter before
subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘in paragraph
(2)” and inserting ‘‘in paragraphs (2) and
(3)’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the
case of an eligible veteran or eligible person
who is pursuing a program of education on
less than a half-time basis during a period
that is the last semester, term, or academic
period the veteran or person will be enrolled
in the program of education because the vet-
eran or person will complete the program of
education at the end of that semester, term,
or academic period, the Secretary may, pur-
suant to such regulations as the Secretary
shall prescribe, provide to the veteran or per-
son educational assistance under chapter 30,
31, 32, 33, 34, or 35 of this title or under chap-
ter 1606 of title 10, including a monthly hous-
ing stipend described in section 3313(c) of
this title, on the basis of the total number of
credits or courses in which the veteran or
person is enrolled, if—

‘“(A) the number of credits the veteran or
person needs to complete the program of
education is less than the number of credits
that would constitute enrollment on a more
than half-time basis for that last semester,
term, or academic period; and

‘(B) the veteran or person—

‘‘(i) is enrolled in, or has completed, every
course offered by the program of education
during the last semester, term, or academic
period in which the veteran or person is en-
rolled in the program of education; and

‘“(ii) enrolls in an additional course that is
not required for the completion of such pro-
gram of education and the enrollment in the
non-required course in addition to the re-
quired course or courses in which the vet-
eran or person is enrolled constitutes enroll-
ment on more than a half-time basis.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
January 1, 2022, and apply with respect to
any semester, term, or academic period that
begins on or after that date.
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